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Zygmunt Krauze

‘I cannot and will not remain indifferent to the mass killing of children that takes place every day in 
various parts of the world. I had to compose music that expresses my pain and opposition to the 
cruelty of modern wars, in which thousands of the most defenceless among us are being 
annihilated.’

Zygmunt Krauze

In 1924, 101 years ago, the General Assembly of the League of Nations adopted the Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child, also known as the Geneva Declaration. The Declaration contained five principles, stating
that humanity should give the child everything it has to offer that is best, and that it bears the obligation
to ensure care, protection, assistance in difficult situations, opportunities for development, and protection 
against exploitation.

In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 
expressed, among other things, concern for every child and granted them the right to special care and 
assistance.

In 1959, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, an 
expansion of the Geneva Declaration, which recognized, among other things, the right of children 
to education, play, support, and healthcare.

In 1989, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified
by 196 countries worldwide.

In 2002, at the United Nations Special Session on Children, child delegates addressed the assembly for the 
first time. The World Fit for Children programme was adopted, setting concrete goals to improve the 
situation of children in the following decade.

In 2024, over 470 million children were living in war zones, and each year around the world there are at 
least tens of thousands of serious violations of children’s rights, with thousands killed or maimed. 
Afghanistan, Congo, Haiti, Gaza, Mali, Myanmar, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ukraine 
– this is only a partial list of countries where, every day, one can hear the cries of suffering and dying 
children, and the desperate wails of their mothers.

Can an artist remain indifferent to such cries? Children’s Requiem is therefore also a cry and a scream of 
protest against the world in which we live and against the indifference to the death that claims the most 
innocent and most defenseless every day. A scream calling to make this world better.

Children’s Requiem is a seven-movement work for two soloists – soprano and baritone – mixed choir, 
children’s choir, and orchestra, in which the customary Latin Requiem Mass text has been replaced by the 
stark, uncompromising numbers from a United Nations report summarising the children killed and maimed in 
various countries around the world, the testimonies of child victims of violence, and selected fragments of 
eyewitness accounts of crimes against children in the Gaza Strip, Yemen, and Congo in the 21st century. 
Zygmunt Krauze also draws on the writings of Seneca, who describes the world from the perspective of a 
philosopher – with objectivity and accuracy unmatched – offering in the end (sadly, a utopian) vision of a 
happy life. The only religious text in the work is a brief, poignant excerpt from the Gospel of St Matthew, 
reminding listeners that crimes against children also took place two thousand years ago. The entire piece is 
sung in English – the most universal language, understood worldwide –  just as the whole world should 
understand the message of this unique work.

This year’s latest UN report, Children and Armed Conflict, published on 17 June – already after Children’s 
Requiem was completed –  once again showed that violence against children is only increasing. Year on 
year, by 25%! Another 11,967 children were killed or maimed. How much longer we continue to look at these
rising numbers with indifference depends only on us!



Zygmunt Krauze
Children’s Requiem for solo voices, mixed choir, children’s choir, and orchestra

Dedication: In memory of children killed in the wars of the 21st century

Duration: approx. 60 minutes

Instrumentation: S, Bar solo, mixed choir, children’s choir – 2 2 3[1.2.BCl] 3[1.2.CBsn] – 3 2 2 1 – 
Perc(3) – Strings

Commissioned by: Wratislavia Cantans International Festival

Publisher: PWM Edition

Text sources: UN, UNICEF, WHO reports, Gospel of St Matthew, Seneca (Moral Letters), fragments of
eyewitness accounts and testimonies of child victims of violence.

Text adaptation: Zygmunt Krauze, Maciej Łukasz Gołębiowski, Dr Magdalena Kumelska-Koniecko

World premiere: 10 September 2025, St Mary Magdalene Church, Cathedral of the Polish Catholic 
Church, 60th Wratislavia Cantans International Festival
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Polish Radio Choir – Lusławice
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Dawid Ber – chorus master, Polish Radio Choir – Lusławice
Małgorzata Podzielny – artistic director, NFM Girls’ Choir and NFM Boys’ Choir

Sinfonia Varsovia

Jacek Kaspszyk – conductor

Broadcast and recording: Polish Radio, Programme 2

More information about the composer: www.zygmuntkrauze.com
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